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Roksolyana PidhainyBenoit introduced her father,
the model for her piece “Old
Cossack”.

Eighteen pastel paintings by Roksolyana Pidhainy-Benoit graced the walls of the gallery
at the Taras Shevchenko Museum as the exhibition and sale of her work was opened on
October 28. The artist, along with a few of the over 50 art lovers who were present for the
occasion, are shown above.

Lyudmyla Pogoryelova,
Shevchenko Museum Director who acted as MC, started
the formal part of the late afternoon by expressing a welcome to those in attendance.

Myroslava Boikiv, who had
an exhibition at the Shevchenko Museum in February,
spoke at this reception.

Late in the afternoon on
Saturday, October 28, the
Taras Shevchenko Museum in
Toronto opened its new season with a reception to launch
R e f l e c t i o n s P a s t e l s by
Roksolyana PidhainyBenoit, an exhibition and sale
of 18 works by the artist. The
launch drew an audience of
over 50 art lovers.
(A discussion of the artist
and her work appeared in the
November, 2017, issue of the
“UCH”.)
Lyudmyla Pogoryelova, Director of Taras Shevchenko
Museum, acted as MC for the
opening. Ms. Pogoryelova
started the formal part of the
reception with a welcome to
those in attendance, and a few
comments about the exhibition
and the artist.
First to speak following the
introductory remarks was
Myroslava Boikiv. Ms. Boikiv,
who had her own art exhibition in the Museum’s art gallery in February of this year,
spoke about the art, the artist,
and the importance of such
events as this exhibition. Ms.
Boikiv spoke in Ukrainian; her
remarks were translated into
English by Oksana Hrycyna.
Arif Virani, Member of
Parliament for Parkdale –
High Park, was present with
his family and an aide from his
constituency office. In his remarks, Mr. Virani pleaded

Member of Parliament Arif
Virani attended the reception
with his family, expressing
his thanks for the invitation.

(Roksolyana PidhainyBenoit had work displayed at
the Shevchenko Museum in
September to November,
2016, as part of a group show
commemorating the 125 anniversary of Ukrainian immigration to Canada.)
The opening ceremonies
ended with a performance by
the talented young bandura
player Borys Ostapienko. To
the delight of his audience, Mr.
Ostapienko played a medley
of Ukrainian music. A short
time later, he played briefly as
people socialized over a bit of
food and drink.
Lyudmyla Pogoryelova
thanked everyone who had
made a presentation, as well
as those attending, and particularly the artist. She then invited everyone to enjoy the
balance of the event by viewing the pieces of art (and, perhaps, even buying one) and
enjoying the refreshments being offered.

innocence of qualifications as
an art critic. This did not disqualify him from appreciation
of the invitation to attend the
event and to speak. He spoke,
among other things, about the
importance of immigration and
about Canada’s close ties to
Ukraine.
Final scheduled speaker
was the artist, Roksolyana
Pidhainy-Benoit.
After reading a few brief
remarks in Ukrainian, Ms.
Pidhainy-Benoit, who was
born in Toronto and lived her
life in Canada and the USA,
Talented bandura player
switched to English. She Borys Ostapienko delighted
spoke about her work, her his audience with a medley
motivation and her influences. of Ukrainian music.

Open Monday-Wdnesday, Friday:
10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
Thursday: noon — 7:00 p.m.
Weekends and Holidays byAppointment

Over 50 art lovers attended the opening of Reflections:
Pastels by Roksolyana Pidhainy-Benoit. They were treated to
a variety of refreshments.

there were promises that the
federal government would act,
“However, Canada has yet to
provide any additional support
or health care resources to
Grassy Narrows. Grassy
Narrows people report incidents of racism, denial, indignity, and neglect when they
seek care for well-documented symptoms of mercury
poisoning at distant facilities.
They also report intense loneliness and alienation at medical institutions where they are
separated from their families,
their community, and their culture.”
Canada agreed to provide
“mugger compensation” in
1985 to end years of litigation,
but has done nothing more to
improve the lives of people
living with mercury poisoning
in Grassy Narrows, beyond
occasionally studying the
problem.
The payments, to those who
do receive them (and most
victims do not) have not increased since 1985, and are
“totally inadequate to meet the
cost of living on this remote
reserve, let alone compensate
for the loss of health, wellbeing, and livelihood resulting
from mercury poisoning.”
Judy Da Silva‘s comment in
this release is, “Our people
suffer every day from this
preventable tragedy. It feels
like Canada has forgotten us
and doesn’t care about our
pain and loss. The dreams of

